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mains social. But another part is consumed by the members of the 
association as means of subsistence. This part must therefore be 
divided amongst them. The way this division is made will vary 
with the particular kind of social organization of production and 
the corresponding level of social development attained by the pro
ducers . We shall assume, but only for the sake of a parallel with 
the production of commodities, that the share of each individual 
producer in the means of subsistence is determined by his labour
time. Labour-time would in that case _play a double part. Its ap
portionment in accordance with a definite social plan maintains the 
correct proportion between the different functions of labour and 
the various needs of the associations. On the other hand, labour
time also serves as a measure of the part taken by each individual 
in the common labour, and of his share in the part of the total 
product destined for individual consumption. The social relations 
.of the individual producers, both towards their labour and the 
products of their labour, are here transparent in their simplicity, 
in production as well as in distribution. 

For a society of commodity producers, whose general social 
relation of production consists in the fact that they treat their pro
ducts as commodities, hence as values, and in this material 
[sachlich] form bring their individual, private labours into re
lation with each other as homogeneous human labour, Chri.stianity 
with its religious cult of man in the abstract, more particularly in 
its bourgeois development, i .e .  in Protestantism, Deism, etc. ,  is 
the most fitting form of religion. In the ancient Asiatic, Classical
antique, and other such modes of production, the transformation 
of the product into a commodity, and therefore men's existence as 
producers of commodities, plays a subordinate role, which how
ever increases in importance as these communities approach nearer 
and nearer to the stage of their dissolution. Trading . nations, 
properl y so called, exist only in the interstices of the ancient world, 
like the gods of Epicurus in the intermundia, * or Jews in the pores 
of Polish society. Those ancient social organisms of production are 
much more simple and transparent than those of bourgeois society. 

* According to the Greek philosopher Epicurus (c. 341-c. 270 B.c.), the 
gods existed only in the intermundia, or spaces between different worlds, and 
·had no influence on the course of human affairs. Very few of the writings of 
Epicurus have been preserved in the original Greek, and this particular idea 
survived only by being included in Cicero, De natura deorum, Book I, Section 
18 .  
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